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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


CHURCH DEDICATON AND. 
INSTALLATION AT COULTER, IA. 


Sunday, May 27th was a memorable 
day for the people of Nazareth Lu- 
theran Church. 

Rev. C. M. Videbeck, president of 
the Iowa District preached at the 
morning service and installed our new 
pastor, the Rev. Jack Jacobsen. We 


were happy Dr. H. C. Jersild and his © 


wife were able to be with us. 
Following the service the congrega- 

tion and friends gathered in the church 

basement and enjoyed good Christian 


li fellowship at dinner. 


The 2:30 dedication service was 
opened with Dr. Jersild standing at 
the door of the church reading the 
invocation. Dr. Jersild and Rev. Vide- 


: beck followed by visiting pastors, the 
church council, building 


committee, 
and finance committee moved slow- 
ly into the church during the reading 
of Psalm 122. 

The scripture selections for the 
church dedication were read by Rev. 
Jack Jacobsen, Rev. Henry N. Han- 
sen of Elk Horn, Rev. Tolo of Dows 
from the Evangelical Lutheran church 
and Rev. Le Roy Miller, Hampton, of 
the American Lutheran church. 


Dr. Jersild dedicated the beautiful 
furnishings and building to the glory 
of Almighty God, and to the Service 
of His Holy Church. 

The Junior and Senior choirs sang 
fitting anthems followed by the dedi- 
cation sermon by Dr. Jersild. 

Greetings were given by Pastor C. 
M. Videbeck in behalf of Iowa Dis- 
trict. Rev. Henry N. Hansen and Rev. 
Wesley Anderson of Humboldt, the 
latter two being former pastors. 

Fellowship luncheon in the church 
parlors followed the afternoon service. 

Rev. Homer Larsen of Cedar Falls 
delivered the sermon at our closing 
service in the evening. 

Greetings were given by Rev. Rob- 
ert Hansen, of Farmington, Minn., a 
son of members of our church. Rev. 
AH. H. Wintermeyer of Latimer from 
the Evangelical Reformed church. Let- 
ters and telegrams were also read. 

About 1200 people attended the three 
services. Guests were registered from 
neighboring communities and Minne- 
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sota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Colorado and 
Texas, 

It was a day of great rejoicing. We 
now have a beautiful church which 
is basically traditional with modified 
detail. Modern material and construc- 
tion methods have been used to create 
an atmosphere conducive to worship 
in the nave and other areas used for 
educational work and social gatherings 
in other parts of the (building. The 
main entrance with its feeling of open- 
ness extends an invitation “Tio come 
and ‘worship Him and to learn more 
about Him.” It leads to a spacious 
narthex-which serves the nave, the 
educational section and the adminis- 
trative areas. 

The main floor provides a nave 
which seats 288 with an overflow room 
which seats an additional 150, a 
mother’s room, class room, pastor’s 
study and sacristy. 

In the basement a spacious and 


-well equipped kitchen has been pro- 


vided, as well as a large dining room 
which is trimmed with ceramic tile 
wainscoating and five classrooms. 

The exterior appearance of the 
ouilding shows clearly which is the 
worship section and which is for edu- 
cation. 

The church which is built of brick 
and trimmed with Indiana Limestone 
has as its dominant feature a tower 
which rises to a height of 60 feet. It 
directs the eyes of all heavenward and 
to “Him Who died upon the cross that 
men might live.” 


Fremont, Nebr. Sunday, June 3, Was. 
a thrilling day for First Lutheran 
Church, Fremont, Nebraska. At the 
11:00 o’clock worship service, sixteen 
were received into membership in the 
congregation through holy baptism, 
Six as adults and ten children. Also 
seven ‘were confirmed as adults and 
ten received by transfer of member- 
ship. One of the adults baptized was 
seventy-nine years of age. 


Milltown, Wisconsin, A. E. Neve, 
Pastor. We certainly want to join with 
other churches of our synod who have 
expressed words of praise and appre- 
ciation for the Preaching, Teaching, 
Reaching Evangelism Program. April 
8-12 were days of renewal and awak- 
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ening for our church when we | 
with 33 other churches in this p 
Wisconsin in a PTR mission. 

Much of the success of the m 
we attribute to the prayer pre! 
tion. At every service weeks b/ 
the mission was remembered in — 
er and our people were exhorte 
pray daily for the mission. The p 
preparation reached a climax ~* 
181 people responded to 12 simu 
eous cottage prayer meetings lei 
laymen on a midweek evening a © 
before the mission opened. We 
sidered this an excellent response 
cause we have never had midy 
prayer meetings before. Each lay } 
er was given a careful period of j 
aration and instruiction (before | 
meeting. Each member attendinl| 
prayer session ‘was given a mit 
graphed list of things to pray for. | 
portunity was also given for 
prayer. 


We were privileged to have as) 
guest speaker Pastor Homer La 
of Cedar Falls, Iowa who bro| 
us some very inspiring, challen| 
and timely messages. Our usual) 
tendance for special weekday 
ings has been 75 to 80 people, | 
during the five nights of the mis 
we averaged 175 people in attend: 
and on two evenings the attend 
exceeded 200. 


As special musical features of 
mission we had a guest gospel sin 
Miss Winefred Larsen from the Ey 
gelical Free Church in Rockford, I] 
cis, and the Trinity Seminary J 
Quartette from our own semin 
A musical group from the local F 
school and our three choirs also sz 
Laymen led the devotions each 
ning, 

Preceding the mission 36 lay visi 
made an every-member visitation | 
behalf of the mission and during | 
mission the publicity committee 
ranged a telephone crusade to 
every member eveny day. 


During the week of the mission | 
lay visitors called on 170 unchurck 
people in the community. 


We are grateful to the Evangeli 
Department of the ELC for perm 
ting us to join in with them in t 


crusade for Christ. The morning s 
sions for ministers were a real sp 


(Continued on page 13) | 
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a year if the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran in every home— 
of address, advertisements and all communications pertainin 
Blair, Nebr. When CHANGE oF 
at the Post Office at Blair, Nebr., 


itorials and Comments 


“OUT-THINK, OUT-LIVE, OUT-DIE” 
bme time ago I reviewed a somewhat extraordinary 
x, The Optional God. You will not agree with all of 
rut it will jolt and inform, and make you underline 
"y passages. In the end you will thank the U.S.A. 
Lop who paused long enough to put his thoughts on 
er. 


. the briefest of terms, let me say that the writer has 
.ared that the vast majority of people think they can 
» God or leave Him, use Him or ignore Him, with no 
arent disastrous consequences. He shows this in dif- 
mt realms or levels of life. To Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., 
» world is organized as if it made no difference 
‘ther there were a God or not... .”—not that the 
ular world denies God’s existence, but belief in, or 


“I don’t know why we have to spend so much time 
housekeeping in the Church. It is not the vocation of the 
Church to worry about herself; it’s her job to keep her 
eyes outward, where people are, working and living © 
and dying. That is the spirit of the Church.” 


There it is! stark, and passionately logical, though 
the diction suffers a little from the heat. You rarely 
read that sort of thing in theological writings nowadays? 
Bayne shows us as we are, the individual Church as it 
seems to him, warts and all. This intense emotion a- 
bout the treadmill should have an awakening effect, and 
for many reasons— 


I have friends in the pulpit who are ever pursued with — 
the thought of filling the pews and the treasury. Modern 
thinking not only made Jesus a business man (See 
Bruce Barton), but has made the full Church and collec- 
tion plate the criterion of the parson’s success. Fail 
there, and you fail!! And thow!! Now don’t argue. It’s 
true: Think—the congregations (multitudes) of Jesus 
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Him is optional, and the basic activities of democ- : 
ee i eae eee ig eins “faded away, aye, away. Stewards, Boards, Elders—if 3 
; there were any at the time—doubtless said He was a ; 


‘nfortunately, there’s more than a grain of truth in 


‘owever, starting there, the writer goes on to say 
iy surprising things. We have sufficient in what fol- 
s, with personal comment, to fill our space: 


Is there anything worse than the dreadful treadmill 
1... congregation? The endless fight to raise more 
4ey so we can go on another year and raise more 
qey so we can goon... This is a paper Church, 
ich goes nowhere, which has no dream except to 
p its doors open, which has no idea of a new world 
ept a safer one for itself so that it can go on and 
se more money so that it can go on... That tread- 
1, what a curse it is! And what a curse it lays on the 
iister and the people, condemned to endless intel- 
‘ual drudgery of defensiveness, concerned only to keep 
treadmill going and to find enough victims to re- 
ce the exhausted, whose sermons are simply justifica- 
1s of the treadmill, forever defensive, forever apolo- 
ic, forever wheedling the world to come in so that 
treadmill can go on and raise money so that it can 


on... 


failure. Ah, did not a couple of His friends say: “We 
hoped that it was He which should redeem Israel.” 
Enemies said with a sneer: “Himself He cannot save!!” 
“To them He was just a charlatan, a boaster, and, su- 
premely, a failure. Away with Him! 


I say, the modern judgment of parsons just about 
squares with the above. We mustn’t show loss of mem- 
bership, empty pews, diminution of income. We take this 
as an ominous sign. So we choke our pews with propa- 
ganda, fill the mail with letters, the newspaper with 
startling ads, and are disappointed that we are not in- 
cluded in the “Ten Best Preachers” list, so the modern 
devices to draw the people in, pack them in, keep them 
in! It’s a grind, a TREADMILL. : 

But it is wrong. Hear Bayne again: “The Church’s 
mission is to ‘out-think, out-live, and out-die’ the pagan 
world.” And we add: The Church is not a competitor 
with Football, Hockey, Baseball, Theatres for Cash and 
Crowds. It is God’s agency for soul and society salva- 
tion. 


It may be more, but it is no less! Amen. 


United Church Observer 


Mc nminnce tenes nathan 


Patel Attlee vedo manta ee teens, 


LE Social Security Effect 

“On Ministers’ Lauded 
be ~ Philadelphia—Commissioners to the 
mr 168th ‘General Assembly of the,Presby- 


_ here that revised Social Security pro- 
_ visions have raised ministerial salaries 


us the number of pulpits which would 
a a ave’ otherwise become vacant.” 
me: This’ puboubaa ton was included in a 


ni hi ay Pelations. 

. ee “The - ‘additional boost. in income 
‘which > ministers who qualify will get 
wa has ‘been recognized ‘by men who are 
close. to. or eligible for. retirement,” 
i the: 3 report ‘said. It added that many 
i ho would: ‘have retired have stayed 
im’ service until SBSY. can qualify for 
yy, .Social- security. » 


accepted assistantships: of one kind or 
‘another to make them eligible,” the 
“This has slowed 


rn 


_ report explained. 
down the number of pulpits which 
_ -would have otherwise become vacant.” 


_. “Another effect. of the Social Secur- 
ty law has been that of raising sal- 

aries. Since “the top benefit can only 

‘be obtained if a salary of $4,200 is in- 

_-velvéd,- the tendency to provide the 

_ maximum benefits to our ministers has 
been noticed.” 


_ How-To Select.Future. - 

sc _Theological. Students - 

The nation’s major Protestant 

pees and” Soar seminaries 
ach, Shae ‘wach ‘a’ view to improving 
‘their methods. of .selection and -train- 
Ang. of, tomorrow’s ministers. 

‘ “Announcement of the project, to ibe 
conducted at an estimated cost of $85,- 


000 was. made by officials of the Na- _ 


‘tional (Council of Churches and Educa- 
tional Testing Service, an’ independent 


‘testing: and research’ organization with ° 


headquarters* in-(Princeton,;-N.-J:. 
‘The study -will be conducted by Edu- | 
‘cational Testing Service under direc- 
tion of a 25-member Advisory Com- 
mittee composed. of .representatives .of 
participating schools, church officials 
and technical experts. Funds for the 
‘project ‘have been given by Lilly En- 
dowment, Inc., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Officials of the two organizations 
said the study is expected to develop 
a composite picture of the personality 
qualities UJS. congregations seek in a 
minister. This will be based upon inter- 
views. with clergy, denominational ex- 
ecutives and chureh members and up- 


erian ‘Church in he U.S.A. were told 


; and at the same time “slowed down 


mares, Many who were.in Le a have 


on the evaluation of data on perform- 
ances by theological students and min- 
isters worne in a variety of parish 
‘situations. 


They indicated the study, which will 
review the present testing and coun- 
seling methods of upward of 80 sem- 
inaries, may also lead to development 
of a new series of psychological and 
personality tests especially oriented to 
the requirements of theological sem- 
inaries. — : 


Tests presently in use, they said, 
are often “ill-fitted” for the purposes 
of seminaries in weeding out “mis- 
fits’ among applicants or in predicting 
_the future on-the-job effectiveness of 
students. 


He added, “The multiplicity of de- 
mands upon today’s minister makes 
it essential that seminaries have a 
method of ascertaining whether their 
students possess the personal qualities 
needed for effectiveness in the Chris- 
tian ministry. 


“The results of tests and data on 
‘which we now have information indi- 
cate that health or wholeness is in- 
trinsic to the minister’s effectiveness. 
But the many and diverse demands 


~ made upon him by the modern congre- 


gation tend to sabotage this nwhole- 
ness. Thus it is imperative for all con- 
cerned—for the prospective minister, 
his school and the church—to come to 
terms openly with the question ‘what 
is an effective ministry?’ ” 


Dutch Lutherans Approve Communion 
With Reformed Church. 


Amsterdam, The Netherlands (RINS) 
—Full communion and pulpit fellow- 
ship with the Netherlands Reformed 
Church was approved by the synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 


the Netherlands at its annual meeting 
here, 


The synod also approved allowing 


“pastors of the Reformed Church to of- 


ficiate at marriage services in the Lu- 
theran Church, 


It directed a synod commission to 
make proposals for alterations in the 
Church Order to implement its de- 
cision. 


In February, the general synod of 
the Reformed Church took similar ac- 
tion, 


_ See Prospects For 


States, officials of the Evang 


Lutheran Unity Oe 
In Canada 


‘ag 

Port Colborne, Ont.—Prospec 
union of major Lutheran boc 
brighter in Canada than in the 


theran Synod of Canada told its 5 
annual convention here. a 
The Rev. Karl J. Knauff, chai in 
of the synod’s executive commili 
said “a feeling of optimism perv: 
a recent conference between del 
representing Canadian branches o 
American Lutheran Church, the E) 
gelical Lutheran Church, the Luth 
Free Church, and United Evange 
Lutheran Church, and the Unites 
theran Church in America. ef 
If a union of these groups | 
be effected and it was joined by | 
Augustana Lutherans of Western q 
ada, he pointed out, some 125) 


Canadian Lutherans would be nj 
under one denominational banner) 


The Rev. Norman Berner of Wal 
loo, Ont., said the only major Lat} 
an group in Canada that has not tal 
part in the talks is the Missouri Syit 
which thas some 75,000 members ing 
country. 

At the convention here, on 
ficials reported that its members 
in 127 congregations stands at 52,/ 


Lutheran Youth Caravans 
To Visit Congregations 
Chicago—Walther League Yo 
Caravans sponsored [by the Board | 
Young People’s Work of ‘the Luth 
an Church-Missouri Synod will 
163 congregations in the United Sta 


and ‘Canada between June 18 and A 
13; 


Each of the 11 groups will compri 
three young people aged 16 to 21 w 
have volunteered their summer va: 
tion time to “alert congregations a 
youth groups to the terrific poten’ 
in modern Christian youth work” 


represented in the Walther Leag 


program. 4 


The Rev. Elmer N. Witt, executi 
secretary of the league, said it is hop 
the caravans will “help highlight t 
need for stimulating youth pron 
in our congregations.” 


The 33 poung people selected 4 
the caravans were chosen from amo 
more than 900 volunteers, All of the 
have attended one or more Lath 
Service Volunteer schools. 


Se a nl 


por e departing on the eight-week 
t, they will have completed a 
honth correspondence course in 
| work techniques and a four-day 
mg session at Concordia Teachers 


Be, River Forest, Il. 


Recruiting Of Clergy 

r gland For Canadian Churches 
atreal—Recruiting of clergymen 
inigland for Canadian churches 
under sharp criticism at the 
ml meeting here of the Montreal 
Jittawa Conference of the United 
of Canada here. 

fh Rev. Frank Morgan of Ottawa 
oduring discussion of a resolution 
weans of recruiting new ministers 
tf was wrong to depend on Britain 


THE 


te supply candidates. 


“Something is drastically wrong 
when the United ‘Churches goes sheep- 
stealing to get its candidates for the 
ministry,’ he told the delegates. 


“If the Church is in the same con- 


dition in Britain as we are here then | 


we have no place there at all. It is 


not good for Britain nor is it good for 


churches in general.” 


Dr. H. M. Rae of Ottawa defended 
the practice. “Because of church ex- 
pansion we can’t get enough men,” he 
said. 


Australia and South Africa are get- 
ting ministers from England “so why 
shouldn’t we get our share?” he asked. 


LIVING WORD 


By Luther A. Weigle 


“Take no thought” 


rake no thought for the morrow” 
as “Do not be anxious about to- 
1a (Matthew 6:34). “Take no 
ht how or what ye shall speak” 
“Do not be anxious how you 
o speak or what you are to say” 
-thew 10:19). “Be careful for noth- 
means “Have no anxiety about 
thing” (Philippians 4:6). “I would 
- you without carefulness” means 
want you to be free from all 
i. (1 Corinthians 7:32). When 
s (gently reproved Martha for 
is “careful about many things,” it 
for being “anxious” (Luke 10: 40). 
ll these cases we are dealing with 
nGreek word for anxiety; the Eng- 
words “thought,” “carefulness,” 
“careful” were sound enough 
Lslations of it in the sixteenth cen- 
_ (but today they mislead the Eng- 
reader, 


nis use of “take thought” occurs 
- in the Old Testament (1 Samuel 
where the young Saul, failing to 
his father’s asses, says to his serv- 


ant, “Come, let us go back, lest my 
father cease to care about the asses 
and become anxious about (take 


thought for) us.” As an illustration of: 


this now obsolete use of the word 
“thought” in the sense of anxiety or 
trouble the Oxford English Dictionary 
cites.a sentence from Samuel Purchas’ 
Pilgrimage (1613) which informs the 
reader that “Soto died of thought in 
Florida.” 


The word “secure” in 1611 meant 
without care or anxiety. It described 
a state of mind which might ibe over- 
ecnfident. That meaning of the word 
is now archaic; when we now use the 
word “secure,” we mean really safe. 
In Judges 8:11 the army was not “se- 
cure,” but “off its guard”; in Judges 
18:7, 10, 27 the people were “un- 
suspecting.” “Devise not evil against 
thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth se- 
curely by thee” (Proverbs 3:29) means: 

‘Do not plan evil against your neigh- 

bor who dwells trustingly beside 
you.” 


Society Formed To 
Encourage Simple Funerals 


Dayton, O.—The Dayton Memorial 
Society has been organized to encour- 
age simple funerals in this area... 


Although the organizational meeting 
took place in the. Unitarian church, ~ 
membership is not BARE to that 
denomination. 


The constitution sets forth this pur-, oe 
pose: “To arrange (through licensed sh 
funeral directors) simple, dignified 
and economical funerals for its: mem-- 
bers and to educate the general .pub- 
lic toward this end.” ; 


The society is said to be one of the — 
few of its kind in the country. 


Virgil L. Monbeck, one of the organ- — 
izers, said many. persons feel there — 
is “barbarism” connected with funer- — 
als but have done nothing about it.. 


“The public is being taken for, a 
ride with many ,unnecessary customs 
and practices,’ he said. “Many prac- 
tices are shocking to a-sensitive per- 
son. Besides, they’re too. costby.” 


One funeral director reportedly.. has. 
agreed to serve the new. society. The. 
Montgomery ‘County Funeral Directors 
Association had no comment. — 


Canadian, Study, Relates ag el ps : 
Voting To Church Membership _ a 


Montreal nay of the voting, pat~ 
tern, as related to church memlbber-_ 
ship, in a medium- sized Ontario city 
shows that Roman Catholics ‘tend~ te 
support Liberal candidates and-mem= 
bers of the United :Church of rae 
Conservatives. 


Members of other anemone SON seas 
not show the same preference for one — 
party that was evident” poeees thése 
two groups. a. 


Results of the study, made ee 
months‘ago, were presented :at a ‘meet 
ing of the Canadian Political Science. 
Association ,by Prof.; John. Meisel ..of 
Montreal. 

Roman Catholics, he said, strongly: 
favor Liberal. candidates. in. federal. 
elections but less so in provincial elec- 
tions when church members in the 
city tend to vote Conservative: ae 


United Church members tend Bre sup 
port ‘Conservatives more “strongly ‘in 
provincial than in federal elections: but 
always give them, a good majority .of 
their votes, he said. 


The Canadian Liberal-Party general-~ 
ly corresponds to the Democratic Party: 
in the U.S. and the Conservatives. to. 
the Republicans. ; 
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Funeral Services and Customs 
By Edgar S. Brown, Jr. 


Pastors in the Pennsylvania Dutch country love to 
tell this story. 

It had been a rather impressive funeral of a member 
of the congregation. The pastor had made a real effort 
in his preaching and the result was a powerful expres- 
sion of the resurrection and the hope of eternal life in 
Christ. No words of eulogy marked the event. As the as- 
-sembled people departed from the graveside, one of 
them was heard to say to another, “Why, if I hadn’t 
looked in the coffin, I wouldn’t know who was being 
buried today!” 

Like most stories, there’s just enough truth in this 


one to make the situation painfully true. Somehow peo- 


ple have the idea that the pastor in his funeral sermon 
is to relate how good was the life of the deceased. This 
sort of thing isn’t new. Two hundred years ago Pastor 
Henry Muhlenberg lamented in his journals that he 
was being criticized by some of his parishioners for 
not eulogizing the deceased at funeral services. 


Nor is it restricted to eastern Pennsylvania. There 
is hardly a section of our land where this sort of thing 
is not prevalent. People want a long recitation of all 
the fine things the dead person did. One sees this sort 
of thing carried over into the funeral notices which ap- 
pear in newspapers throughout the land. In long para- 
graphs there is a careful catalogue of all of his associa- 
tions and activities. In fact, ’ve sometimes wondered if 
there isn’t a spirit of competition to see whose obitu- 
ary will read the longer. Clubs, lodges, associations, 
community activities, hobbies and business ventures are 
all listed with particular care, and then there usually 
comes the final word, “He was also a member of St. 
John’s Church.” 


Whether we like it or not we must admit that too 
frequently, modern funeral practices are downright pa- 
gan. To a Christian, death has a distinct meaning. It 
is not the end, but the beginning. It is not a time for 
sorrow, no matter how much the hurt which separates 
us from a loved one, but a time of joy. As we commend 
our beloved dead into the keeping of Almighty God, we 
know and we believe that we shall be reunited with 
them one day by the grace of God. The promise of eter- 
nity is the gift to all who live in faith. 

This, I say, we believe. But our actions belie our 
faith, An outsider, the proverbial visitor from outer 
space, would have a difficult time reconciling what we 
say we believe concerning death and what we do in 
the face of it. 

Consider the trappings that surround our funeral prac- 
tice stoday. I don’t believe I’m very far wrong when I 
say that very few funerals are held in our churches. In 
most cases the services which are intended as the wor- 
ship of Almighty God are conducted in places called 
funeral parlors. This is a more accurate term than most 
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people realize. The parlor, for a lot of people, was/ 
front room, shuttered and locked throughout the w 
and opened only on Sunday when company came. 
one first entered there was a musty smell and wind! 
had to be opened quickly to let in fresh air and sunli 

So we go to these parlors. Thick rugs on the f 
muffle the tread of feet. The room, like the parlors 
another day, is heavy with a stifling aroma, this t 
the heady fragrance of the hundreds of flowers wh 
surround the casket. Above the whispers of the frie 
and the sobs of the bereaved, a hidden record pla 
grinds out the sweet strains of such sentimental bal 
as Beautiful Isle of Somewhere (a selection, incidentz 
which has no Christian significance whatsoever). Anc 
the center the embalmed body of the deceased, ned 
dressed for people to parade by and utter, “Doesn’t 
look natural” or (as I once heard) “My, didn’t they: 
her good.” | 

Into this, the man of Christ must come and bi 
the good news of the resurrection and eternal life 
Christ. How close is the parallel between this scene 4 
that in the Gospel where our Lord entered the fune 
room and was laughed at because he too spoke of | 
resurrection. 

No matter how forceful the service and the se 
all is undone where the entire assembly in some ar 
is invited, following the service, to come forward £ 
“take final leave’”—as if this and not the hour of de! 
was the moment of departure. Sometimes things | 
made doubly difficult when members of the family ; 
invited to “tuck in” the blankets and then comes * 
hideous moment when the coffin lid is closed. Eve 
totally impartial bystander would be driven to te: 
by such dramatics. 

This is our practice and yet we say that we belie 
in the “resurrection of the body and the life everlastin 
One or the other is wrong and it is high time we char 
it. If nothing else will, perhaps these words will hast 
the day. 

Let me make it very clear that I’m not in any w 
warring on undertakers. They have a job to do and 
Christians they should carry on their work so that m 
may behold Christian faith in action. Nor am I so ve 
divorced from the situation that its effect has nev 
been felt in my life. Death has walked close in our fai 
ily. | 

The important thing is our Christian faith, and 4 
cannot say one thing and do another. Since our faith 
right, it must ‘be our practice that is in error. Hence 
must change. For a more Christian witness the follo 
ing suggestions are offered: , 

1. In the hour of death, notify your pastor first. Cy 
tainly if there was any previous illness, the pastor shou 
have been aware of it, but the pastor is the first to 
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eted. Moreover, as the Common Service Book di- 
| make no arrangements without first consulting 


ih is the place where we were baptized and con- 
|, where we are sustained in Word and Sacrament, 
efore whose altar we are married. It is appropriate 
the body be brought here for the last time. 


onsider the possibility of sealing the casket before 
uneral. It is to the credit of those responsible that 
_the late King George of England died there was 
ublic viewing of his body. True, his body lay in 
_and thousands of grieving loyal subjects stood in 
por hours to walk quickly by his flag-draped casket, 
neir remembrance of him was as they last saw him, 
and how they shall, according to the Christian 
tise, one day see him again. The elimination of the 
viewing the night before would do much to have 
‘ame picture of our beloved dead, as living, and not 
Certainly, the casket should be sealed before it is 
ht to the church Thus the service is held, the 
+t removed and the people following. Such an ar- 
ent is much easier upon the mourners. 


hile flowers are always a thoughtful expression, 
mer the possibility also of suggesting a more per- 


stians are so Inoffensive 


was Peter and John who started it. A promise to 
rp quiet” would have been enough, and there were 
r ways in which they might have told the excited 
-d their story, without being provocative and stand- 
up in the very Temple Square. But that wasn’t their 
Partly a sense of loyalty to the One who had so 
atly stood where they stood, before the Sanhedrin, 
ly perhaps an inner dignity which refused to be 
ded by the threats of little men with much author- 
anyway, their answer was given, and it remains a 
ic in the history of the fight for religious liberty: 
ether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you 
er than to God, you must be the judge; for we can- 
but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
weir example was catching. In many lands and a- 
g all classes of people—to Bishops and Servant 
s, Civil Servants ‘and Schoolmasters and Slaves— 
choice came. Sometimes it was a demand that they 
Jd renounce their religion and utter blasphemy. 
1 must have counted themselves lucky: they were 


manent memorial. Many of the old German congrega- 
tions used the Mindekranz, or memorial wreath. Gifts 
of money are made to the congregation of the deceased, 
and a suitable memorial is established. In some areas, 
the family simply makes the request that in place of 
flowers friends may make a memorial gift to certain 
charitable institutions in memory of the deceased. Cer- 
tainly there is a more permanent value to such offerings. 


5. Eliminate the services of secular organizations. The 
Common Service Book directs that such services shall 
not interrupt the services of the church, but better were 
it if such services were not held at all. There is only 
one fellowship whose membership is in two worlds. That 
is the church. To add anything else would be to detract 
from the importance of the church’s services on this 
occasion. 


6. Demonstrate to the pastor and others by your at- 


titude that you truly believe in the promises of our — 


Saviour. Your life, what you do and say, in the moment 
of the death of a loved one, is the best example you can 
give of your trust in the promise of eternal life given 
by Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


Every Christian has a responsibility to live his faith. 
Funerals are a good place to begin. 


Reprinted from The Lutheran by Permission. 


The Lost Art of Going to Prison 


By a Writer from Ceylon ~ 


faced with a clear-cut issue of right and wrong. Often 
the demand was more subtle. At the time the Govern- 
ment was organizing a great religio-nationalist festival, 
a sort of Caesar Jayanthi, all that was asked of the 
Christians was that they should make a gesture to show 
their good will. The devil was there with his familiar 
arguments: After all, a pinch of incense on the altar 
fire isn’t going to do any harm—we know that this is 
no god, and so the deed has no significance for us—this 
isn’t the right time to be provocative—the authorities 
expect it of a man in my position—it’s really an expres- 
sion of patriotism more than anything else—what’s go- 
ing to happen to the family if I lose my job? Some of 
them yielded, and they were given a certificate (a libel- 
lum it was called) to say that they had offered incense 
at the statue of Caesar and so proved their loyalty. (It 
is interesting that the word has been preserved. in the 
English language; libel—the worst thing you could say 
about a man, that he had taken the libellum). There 
were many thousands who thought that perhaps Peter 
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_ left a description of these people singing with joy on 
3 i their faces and in their hearts as the soldiers conducted 
_ them through the streets on their way to the lions. 
_ Here and there chance has preserved a first-hand pen- 
portrait of one or other of these people: the young bride 
with new-born baby at her breast. She was oat a 
-catechumen, The worst part of it, she wrote, was “when 
4 father came to the prison and begged me with tears to 
fis give in.” Another was the tough old Bishop of Antioch 
B ie with a congregation as big as Billy Graham’s at Wembley 
_ Stadium, in the new Colosseum at Rome to watch him 
od be torn by lions. Others died without a name, and we 
- wouldn’t even know of them if it hadn’t been for some 
_ pagan convert who later bore testimony that it was 


d and John had shown a better way. A pagan writer ae 
; 
; 


It was a coincidence, of course, but thought-provok- 
ing nonetheless, to find on the front of the New York 
4 Times one day last week (May 26th) these two head- 


est: Be 


lines competing for thie readers’ attention: “Soviet 
_ Presses Africa Drive” and ‘President Calls Communism 
ny Gigantic Failure.” The first states a fact, the second ex- 
presses one man’s opinion. If the man were not the Pres- 
_ ident of the United States one might discount it—but 
__ he is the one man having potentially sufficient power 
an to change the African fact—if he recognizes its import. 
_ The juxtaposition of headlines is therefore very signifi- 
cant and also disturbing. 
‘ 


_ Italian educators who, having spotted the Red hand- 
writing on African walls for some time and realizing 
that Russian conquests begin in their schools, invited 
a the Soviet Ambassador to Rome, Mr. Bogomolov, to 
tell them, in the Town Hall of historical Bologna, about 
_ “Higher Education in the USSR.” Briefly this is what 
_ they learnt: 


4 


Of the 6,300,000 high school students of the USSR, 
2,000,000 are destined to continue their education in 
the 782 colleges and universities which, in 1956, have 
a total registration of 1,865,000. Upon completion of a 
four, five or six year course (depending on the subject) 
and after passing the State exams, students submit their 
thesis and, before receiving their degree, are informed 
of the job or position to which they have been assigned 
by the Personnel Department of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. Students graduating with high marks immedi- 
ately receive a salary equal to that of a semi-skilled in- 
dustrial worker. Mr. Bogomolov also said that 718,000 
workers are attending colleges and universities this year, 
courses being planned to fit into their work-schedule. 
These “students” already know what assignments await 
them upon graduation. 


The key fact in all of this is that graduates are assign- 
ed to jobs and have no choice, which means, however, 
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Windew on the World 


By Lisa Sergio 


Cee their death that had Trout! ay by Cc 
* * * 

“The time is inopportune.” How often we hea 
phrase when we propose to do something which 
won't like. It must have been said to William ‘ 
scores of times. Of course, it was a good thing to t 
late the Bible into English, but not now—not this 
when the Government are carrying out their cary 
against heretics— wait till the old Cardinal is 
then things will change—the time is not oped 
it will only arouse needless opposition. But wi 
Tindale was deaf to all their advice. He spent ] 
life time in exile, a hunted man. Finally they got 1 
“If they burn me” said Tindale, “it won’t matter. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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that the “educational machine” is always producin 
many trained people as are needed in each field. 
know that 100,000 were trained to go to China. | 
many are ready for Africa? Was the Communist en 
prise a “gigantic failure”? 3 


Shortage of trained poe is bedevelling a 
France, Germany and ourselves. But at least some’ 
our Western friends are producing incentives to you 
people to take long and difficult training to meet c 
rent needs. What the Communists do by fiat, the f 
countries must do by inspiration and encouragement. 
is inherent in human nature to strive for goals beyc 
reach, just as small children are always attracted 
objects for which they must stretch or stand on th 
toes, or climb upward. Democracy must cater to t 
urge, if it hopes to move forward. 


BBUT—for instance, the Board of Education of Solv. 
a suburb of Syracuse, N. Y., voted two to one to Dp! 
hibit high school seniors from entering class subser 
tions to the New York Times, in connection with th 
course on “Problems of American Democracy,” wh 
the proponent of the ban firmly declared that “¢ 
Times is too lofty for the average high school stude 
and what is wrong with our local papers that makes 
better for these students to read the Times?” The teac 
er of social sciences has resigned as of the end of 1] 
year because of the ban and the students have prote 
ed vociferously that the ban has insulted their inte 
gence. 


Let us hope that these 116 boys and girls will not . 
low this sad episode to kill their yearn to strive upwa: 
towards high places which the intellect can reach, k 
meanwhile had we not better ask ourselves what 
the meaning of freedom in education and education 
freedom, when adults betray their democratic respon 
bility to both? 


ave previously reported that two delegations of 
an churchmen have visited the United States this 


#0 of the U.S. delegation of churchmen who visited 
ssia last winter. The other delegation was some Rus- 


lieve such visits are of great value. Such visits will 
Ip tear down the iron curtain, and first of all, it will 
ve some influence on the Russians who have had lit- 
opportunity to get literature from the other Chris- 
ins of the world. And this is the first chance a few 
them get outside their own country. We therefore a- 
e with an editorial in the Watchman-Examiner which 
es: 
Christian efforts at promoting reconciliation among 
mtending nations have to overcome hurdles planted in 
ne minds of our own people by cynical and contentious 
Mlumnists. An illustration of this is a cruel and undocu- 
fanted attack by Herbert Philbrick upon the visiting 
issian churchmen. Writing in New York’s Herald Trib- 
e, he says that they “represent only the Soviet state 
pparatus” and hints that among their Christian hosts 
nay” be “secret agents of the Communist apparatus in 
merica.” While in the present-day shivering fear of 
ussian Communism we must make tolerant allowance 
rr exploiters and exercise Christian patience toward 
go patriotism, this we cannot let pass. Our sense of 
ryalty to the true church commands us to befriend 
Ihristian brethren who are guests of our country and 
sre by virtue of visas issued by the Department of 
sate of our government. Most of these Russian breth- 
~n are not able to read English and will not be allowed 


Red China’s Farm Program 


By Richard Wandervogel 


Vir. Wandervogel, who is now in the U.S. was an ad- 
iser for industrial development in China for many 
sears. Despite Communist domination he is able to re- 
ive valuable information from that area.) 

From behind the Bamboo Curtain comes news that 
Tao Tse-tung’s program of “co-operativizing” China’s 

ral population will be accomplished in 1957, at the 
md of Peiping’s first five-year plan, covering seventy 
sercent of cultivated land. 

The farmers pooled their land for unified operation 
md now draw from the government a compensation 
4 the form of a land dividend. The plan, however, calls 
br the gradual elimination of these dividends and the 
ronversion of the land into communal property. The 
‘ancestral village” finds its rebirth which gives us the 
Hue to the relatively smooth acceptance of the soviet- 
ttyle collectives. 
For generations the “Lao Tai-tai,’ the venerable 
atriarch has been the head within the compound 
alls of the family home. Directing the life of its mem- 
ers, as well as the work on the land and in the shops 
one by the male members of the clan. Sons may have 
sone into government service or to the cities in the pur- 
‘uit of private enterprise, yet the contact with the an- 
-estral home was maintained, and home was the place 
of refuge when evil times came nigh. The impact of the 
West shook the old foundations and family ties were 
proken; the new regime has supplanted these bonds 
with modern ideas of teamwork and cooperation. 

Reuter’s Agency reports (Hong Kong 4/29) that ‘ 65% 
of all peasant families . . . now are members of social- 
‘st cooperative farms” and “90% are members of some 


sort of cooperative” consisting primarily of credit or- 
ganizations. The latter, 


established by the peasants, 


to answer the slaider which sinister publicists heap w 
on them. It is such an unfair advantage that is taken that — 
our sense of justice is outraged. ate 
The attack upon Protestants of liberal persuasion is 
wearing thin. It is being seen for what it is. Frankne: 
and truth are being allowed their day. The result 
embarrassing to the traducers of churchmen. Whether 
Fascist mentalities realize it or not, the United States is 
a tolerant and liberal nation. We are finding people who © 
now ask, “Who will be disappointed if we do not go to 
war with Russia?” i 
All sensible people hope there will be no such war 
Very well, how shall peace be made more possible? 
the proddings of malicious and prejudiced writers? Cer-— 
tainly not. The church is God’s appointed means ot 
reconciliation. Diplomacy, politics, partisan propagan 
have not succeeded. For too long, the church—especi 
ly the Free Church part of it—has been out of the p' 
ture. The Fascist element in the church has not be 
on the side of reconciliation; it has maligned the fr 
souls who urged it. And it is still seeking to make capi 
out of building up a dreaded ogre. 


These Russian churchmen are here due to the Depa 
ment of State’s desire to implement President Eis 
hower’s exchange-visit program. It is not an under-th 
bed arrangement. It is not sinister and cannot in honest 
so be regarded. We hope international tensions will ye 
yield to reason. The visit of Russian churchmen is a ste’ 
in the right direction. Recent manifestations on thei 
arrival by splinter religious groups and misinformed in 
dividuals violate Christian hospitality. 


make money available to purchase fertilizer and seed, 
replace farm implements or tide over to the next har~ — 
vest. This too goes back to tradition which consisted of 
pooling money for a length of time and throwing dice 
for the profit from it. The government now regulate 
the exciting game. Private loans are likewise controlled 
with the risk now shifted from the borrower to the 
lender. “e 

Today a village is considered “good” if its land is fully 
collectivized and all buying, selling and banking done 
through co-ops. The potentiality of socialization is ap- 
parent when, as in Hukuan county, Shansi, a credit 
co-op signs a contract with only one supply and market- 
ing outfit and three or more producers’ co-ops. Thus 
tractors and heavy machinery are available for deep 
ploughing and use of commercial fertilizer with a better 
yield of crops. Re-forestation, irrigation, crop-rotation — 
and even cattle raising become possible by this system. j 
A tractor factory is in operation in Tientsin which is to 
produce 15 thousand tractors by 1959. 

Farm machinery now in use is mostly Russian or 
European made. London announced a sample _consign- 3 
ment of 60 tractors to Red China (April 11, Reuter’s) 
and a despatch from Berlin dated March 1st added that 
“Chinese Communist exhibitors at the Leipzig Fair, in 
East Germany, said their country could take one and 
a half million tractors.” 

These factors, among others, indicate clearly why 
there is so much eagerness in Western Europe to estab- 
lish trade with countries behind the Bamboo Curtain 
and China in particular. What an opportunity for the 
West to make use of this most effective weapon of 


peace and penetration which is trade! 
—World Around Press 
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Sermons in Stones 
By Edward A. Hansen 


aie 


“Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men 


Pho 


but in God’s sight chosen and precious; and like living 
"stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
~ chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will 
not be put to shame.’ To you therefore who believe, 


ent 
. he is precious, but for those who do not believe, ‘The 


__ very stone which the builders rejected has become the 
head of the corner,’ and ‘A stone that will make men 


tr 
" 


stumble, a rock that will make them fall’; for they stum- 
- ble because they disobey the word, as they were destin- 
ed to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
"4 a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare 
_ the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light. Once you were no peo- 
ple but now you are God’s people; once you had not re- 
_ ceived mercy but now you have received mercy.” (I 
- Peter 2:4-10) 
4 


? 


4 Sein Shakespeare’s play, “As You Like It,” one of the 
actors extols the glories of the outdoor life: 


‘ “And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything.” 


_ There are many sermons to be had from stones. Arch- 
aeologists have learned some of them. Digging around 
‘in ancient ruins they have unearthed stones from 
buildings in earlier civilizations. Some of their findings 
from ancient days preach a powerful sermon to us. 


In the passage above you will find the Apostle Peter 
preaching a sermon from stones. Peter, whom we would 
certainly call an outdoor man, found some vivid illustra- 
tions of Christian truth in the thought of stones. Per- 
haps he was interested in stones because his Lord had 
once assigned to him the name Peter, which means a 
rock. 


Stones for a Spiritual House 


Some stones are used for building purposes. Stone 
is one of the most ancient, as well as durable and beau- 
tiful, of all building materials. 
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It is interesting to watch the stone mason as he lay 
the stones one upon the other with the mortar betweet 
He selects the stones with great care. They must fit ju: 
right. They must fall into the right kind of pattern wit 
the other stones. So he chooses the stones carefully 
selecting some, and rejecting others. 


God chooses men as living stones to build His Churcl 
God is the great builder and it is out of material lik 
your life and mine that He is building the masonry o 
His kingdom. So Peter says here: “In God’s sight chose: 
and precious; and like living stones be yourselves buil 
into a spiritual house.” 


Don’t think for a moment that all of the stones tha 
God uses in His building are perfect. We know bette 
than that. God sometimes uses people that we woul. 
think have no place in His work, but they fit into th 
pattern and serve all the more to show His greatnes 
as a builder. We needn’t be so concerned about bein; 
rejected of men, not if God is willing to use us. It i 
told that the great sculptor, Michelangelo, found a piec 
of discarded marble in a quarry. The workmen had ruin 
ed it in cutting it and because it was so marred hac 
thrown it away. Michelangelo took that piece of dis. 
carded marble and out of it carved the great statue of 
David, which is today regarded as one of the master- 
pieces of sculpture in the world. God can take a life 
that has been marred by sin and out of it build a Chris- 
tian character that is an inspiration to other men. 


The Cornerstone 


When a church or other public edifice is built, there 
is one stone that is considered more important than all 
the rest. It is the cornerstone. There is usually some 
sort of ceremony connected with the laying of the cor- 
herstone. The Apostle quotes the Old Testament Scrip- 
ture, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a corner- 
stone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” In this church that God is 
building, there is a chief cornerstone. This cornerstone 
is Jesus Christ. The entire weight of our faith, of all 
that we believe and practice, rests upon Him who is 
the chief cornerstone. Without this loving Friend and 
Saviour of sinners, we could build nothing of enduring 
value. Christianity without Christ can at best be only 
an empty form, with some outward beauty perhaps, 
attracting some followers perhaps, but with no power 
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ysave from sin or create new life, with no hope for 
world to come. 


A Stone That Makes Men Stumble 


he Apostle mentions another kind of stone here: 
stone that will make men stumble. Jesus has been 
stone of stumbling and a rock that makes men fall. 
ime people like the Sermon on the Mount but will not 
eld themselves to the One who preached it. They ad- 
re the human Jesus but will not believe in a divine 
irist. They think Him the greatest of the sons of men, 
+ they will not give Him glory as the Son of God. 
ley say, “I will accept Jesus as my example, but I will 
it take Him as my Saviour; I prefer to work out my 
salvation.” And so this divine Lord, who is Son 
God and Son of Man, becomes a stone that makes 
fem stumble and they turn away, failing to receive 
= richest gift that He has for them — the forgiveness 
their sins and eternal life. “They stumble because 
sy disobey the word.” 


emember Peter’s sermons from stones: We are liv- 
tx stones. We are a part of the framework of that great 
gdom that God has been building through the ages. 
ne strength or the weakness of the church in our age 
~pends pretty much on what kind of stones we are. 
7ou are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy na- 
on, God’s own people, that you may declare the won- 
-rful deeds of him who called you out of darkness in- 
his marvelous light.” 


(The above article was taken from The Bible Banner. 
; author, Edward A. Hansen, is a member of the faculty 
* the Lutheran Bible Institute at Teaneck, N. J. In 
aly he will become pastor of Main Street Lutheran 
urch of Hutchinson, Minnesota.—J.W.N.) 


Can you identify the Bible characters who spoke the 
pllowing well-known words? 


H. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9) 


2 “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God”? (Genesis 39:9) 
3 “Choose this day whom you will serve; ... but as 


for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


4. “Entreat me not to leave you or to return from 
following you; for where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be 
my people, and your God my God.” 


5. “Here I am! Send me.” 
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Northwest Iowa: : ang 
The Northwest Iowa Luther League Circuit met Sun- a 


day afternoon, May 27 at the Okoboji Lutheran Bible — 
Camp for a Pre-Bible Camp Rally. Bt: 


Approximately 100 leaguers from Storm Lake, Royal, — 
Ringsted, Spencer, and Graettinger attended. The Graet- 
tinger Luther League was host for the rally. ; 


ee ate a 
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The afternoon began with a recreational period. This — 
was followed by an afternoon service opened by Pastor 
Arthur Sorenson of Graettinger. The devotions were © 
led by Pastor George Pallesen of Ringsted. A skit was — 
presented by the Graettinger League on “A Day at 
Bible Camp.” Following this meeting a picnic supper 
was enjoyed. After supper an evening service was held. | 
Pastor Robert Beckstron was the guest speaker. He 
spoke on “The Importance of You.” Special musical — 
selections were provided by the Royal League includ- 
ing a vocal solo and a flute trio. To end the service — 
the group went down to the beach for a lakeside sing — 
with Pastor John M. Jensen of Spencer conducting the | 
closing devotions. 
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Tilley, Alberta: 


The Luther League held its annual meeting on May fe 
27. The following officers were elected: Dean Hendrick- 
sen, president; Verner Skanderup, vice-president; Shir- 
ley Hendricksen, secretary; and Bill Mortensen, treasur- ; 
er. 


Some of the projects for the coming year are the 
sending out of tracts in The Bethany Lutheran, the erect- 
ing of church signs, and the printing of the Luther Lea- 
gue Messenger of which Alice Flatla is the newly elect- _ 
ed editor. 


Who Said It? 


6. “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.” 


7. “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!” 


8. “Come to me, all who labor and are heaven-laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 


9. “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.” 


10. 


“Jesus, remember me when you come to your king- 
b] s 
ly power.” 


Answers: 1. Cain, 2. Joseph, 3. Joshua, 4. Ruth, 5. 
Isaiah, 6. Simon, 7. John the Baptizer, 8. Jesus, 9. The 
Publican, 10. The Penitent Thief. 


~The hvilight comes in pou of misty 
“ _ grey, 
Her hair is silver-tarnished by the 


bath her footsteps grasses gently 
__ sway; 
Her shadow leans fanwise on the la- 


KEEPSAKES AND HEIRLOOMS 
By Lettie B. Ritchie 

d you ever notice that possessing 
heirloom has some value as a 
rale-builder for the owner, and 
even for his family? The article may 
be only a keepsake of no great value, 
herished because of some association. 
An heirloom differs from a hobby 
lection in that it is usually some 


eration to another, whereas a hobby 
collection is a number a5 Hones that 


_us and manifests itself at an early 
e. As the years pass, ideas change 
as to what are valued as keepsakes. 
It is a good thing to give an older 
ungster a keepsake or heirloom of 
S very own, something with a sig- 
ficant story or history attached to 


There are both individual and 
mily keepsakes. One family had a 
mall spider on which a grandmother 
ad cooked for 6 weeks while crossing 
the Atlantic. A man had a spinning 
heel, an oxbow, a bootjack, a butter 
mold, used by pioneer ancestors, also 
the wheel that drew the old vaken 
‘bucket from the family’s first well 
‘in the new land. Another tad the 
wooden chest in which his immigrant 
: grandparents had \brought the family 
“possessions to America. 

A doctor carried in his packet, as 
a memento of his mother, the silver 
thimble that she had worn. The tin 
candlesticks that had held. tallow 
candles in a Wisconsin pioneer lum- 


ch 


BY THE FIRESIDE 


WHERE POPLARS KNEEL 
By Travis Tuck Jordan 


There may be those so blind they 
cannot see 

God’s touch on trees where green 
leaves interlace, 

Or catch his song of muted ecstasy, 

As twilight slowly enters night’s em- 
brace; 


I only know when burdened deep with 
care, 


Peace comes to me where poplars 
kneel in prayer. 


—Biblical Recorder 


ber camp ‘were treasured by another 
family. 

On her 12th wedding anniversary 
—the Linen Anniversary—a young 
woman was given a piece of linen 
woven in Ireland in 1780 iby a grand- 
father as part of his wedding outfit. 
It was customary for the groom _ to 
furnish part of the household linens. 

A woman inherited a little pin worn 


by her jgrandfather while a soldier in — 


the War of (1861-1864. Beneath the 
glass was a tiny curl of his wife’s hair. 
A “Keepsake Evening” for young 
and old in the church will prove to 
be an easy and enjoyable way of ob- 
serving a church’s birthday. People 
showing their treasures and telling 
their stories furnish the program and 
suggest the music. The program re- 
quires no practice and is its own 
icebreaker. Such an evening furnish- 
es the opportunity for many to take 
part, and it draws together the gen- 
erations—Church ‘Business. 


THE LIGHT OF GOD’S MERCY 


By H. R. Bulman 
A fruitless life, O saddened heart, 
\No hope beyond the now; 
No choosing of the better part, 
No sacred, gripping vow. 


No joy, no jgrace, no hallowed place; 
INo song that fills the air; 
No smile that beams from His dear 
face, 
Dispersing gloom and care. 


An empty, godless atmosphere 
Without the heavenly Guest; 

Think you we thus must languish here 
In sad and vacant quest? 


? 


As earth-bound souls may do, 
A glory dissipates the gloom, 
The light of heaven. shines throug: 


When the gleam in your eye is f or 
the sun hitting your bifocals, 
When it takes you twice as long t t 
rest and only half as long to get tne 
When you don’t care where you , 
just so you’re home by 9 p.m. at 


—Quot 

\; i$ 

SWEET ASSURANCE 1 

By Ruth Lommatzsch - 

We have a sweet assurance ‘ 


That came with Jesus’ birth ki 
Sweet Hope through all the ages, 4 
Forgiveness for the earth. 


It was God’s Son who bought us 
And from sin set us free, 

Atonement that has brought us 
Life for Eternity. \ 


Golden age of parenthood, as de 
fined by Ed Mack in Town Journal 
When the children are too old fo1 
baby-sitters, but too young to drive 
the car. 


A Chicago clergyman tells of a 
young couple who came to his house 
late one evening to be married, When 
the minister had performed the cere- 


mony, the groom took him aside and 
whispered: 

“I am sorry, sir, I have no money 
to pay your fee, but if you will take 
me down into your cellar, I will show 
you how to fix your electric light 
meter so that it won’t register,” 


Guest: “This party’s 
Think I’ll leave.” 
Host: “Yes, do. That'll help some.” 


kinda. dull. 


The lawyer was attempting to dis- 
credit a witness. “You say,” he chal- 
lenged, “that you came to the city 
in search of work, I put it to you that 
there was another, a stronger, motive 
that brought you here, ts 

“There was,” said the’ witness bland- 
ly. ‘A locomotive,” 


E LOST ART OF GOING TO PRISON 
i (Continued from page 8) 
lation is finished, and anyway it is only what I have 
P eC Be ” They didn’t burn him, they strangled him 
stea 


[Bishop Lilje was one of many German pastors who, 
1937, were privately advised by Government author- 
es that they had better be more careful about the way 
ey preached. They were to be free to preach so long 
| their preaching didn’t give offence to those in high 
lifice. Like thousands of others, Bishop Lilje followed 


obey God or man... .” German prisons and concen- 
ation camps were full of such men for years. Lilje 
mself was in solitary confinemeng, deprived of every- 
ing; nothing to read, nothing to write with, and his 
ands manacled. After nine months of that, he and the 
ther inmates of the Berlin prison (Dietrich Bonhoffer 
mong them) were transferred to another place where 
Ley were to be executed before the Americans arrived. 
ponhoffer got there in time: Lilje was delayed by bomb- 
.g and difficult communications, and by the time he 
sached the execution camp it had already been liber- 
ced. 

* * * 


In Ceylon we like to join with the noble army of mar- 
yrs in praising God, but we are careful not to join them 


‘them: it is enough to suggest that such and such an a 


ye example of Peter and John: “Whether it be right 


in being martyrs. We don’t even go the first step wi 
tion would be “provocative” for everyone to agree that 
it would therefore be inopportune. Objection was take Fy 


Teachers’ Conference, during the week of 
Jayanthi celebrations, first on grounds that it would 
be unduly provocative, and secondly because the teach- 
ers could not come—they would be expected to take 
part in the celebrations in their village. (One hopes that 
that was a libel on the teachers, but it was said and. 
remained unchallenged). ‘a 

We are well practised in this art of eae inoffensive 


“declare the things it has seen tes! eee It may r 
sult in the parson going to prison and the church bei 
burnt down, but at any rate “they” will know what — 
we believe, and that we really do believe it. 

Re eee from ey “Christian News B B 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


al “shot in the arm” for the pas- 
ors. 


We continue to pray that the seed 
nat was sown may continue to bear 
rTuit among us. 


We are now looking forward to 
rreaking ground this summer for our 
much-needed two-story parish hall, 
vhich will alleviate the congestion 
raused by a \Sunday (School enroll- 
nent of over 225 pupils. 


AEBRASKA DISTRICT CHILDREN’S 
BIBLE CAMP—JULY 8-14 


The Nebraska District Children’s Bi- 
sle Camp will be held at the Camp 
Riverside Park near Milford, Nebr., 
peginning with registration at 2 P.M. 
Sunday and closing Saturday noon. 
2astors Emery Petersen and Clarence 
2aulsen will instruct in Bible Study 
and Missions. Rev. Ried Neve of Ken- 
yard, Nebr. will be dean of the camp. 
Yost for the week will be $12 which 
ncludes insurance and some _ handi- 
sraft materials. For further informa- 
ion ask your pastor for information 
‘older or write Pastor Neve, Kennard, 
Nebr. 


West Canada—Two weeks of Family 
Bible Camp will be held at Sylvan 
Lake, Alberta, starting July 16 and 
concluding Sunday, July 29. The two 
weeks of camp are sponsored this year 
iby the U.E.L.C. and the Augustana 
Lutheran Church. 


District Meeting will ibe held at Win- 
nipeg, Man., August 9-12. All the Can- 
nadian Pastors as ‘well as Pastor 
George Robertsen appear on the pro- 
gram. 


Pastor Sidney E. Jorgensen, Camp 
Douglas, Wis., has accepted a call ex- 
tended to him from Our ‘Savior’s Lu- 
theran Church, Oakland, Calif. 


(Continued on page 15) 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Blair, Nebraska 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
——a=—_ 


Benefits 
for Lutherans 


through 
Life Insurance 


futheran | 


Brotherhood 


mail coupon below 
ee 


ff LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD [| 
701 Second Ave. So., Minneapolis, Minn. 


i Please send me information on how I 

é can participate in LB’s Living Benefits. | 
| Name eee | 
I Address | 
i Civ. State, i 
ee 


- Minneapolis, Minn., the L. B. I. for Rev. A. R. Petersen .. 


_ Racine, Wis., friends of (Hmmaus, Gethsemane, Immanuel, 

: Savior’ s and First M.B. Redeemer’s Churches in memory of 
a Mrs. Marten’s fiather who passed away at the age of 88 ....., 
| Jacksonville, Ia., the Sunday School .........c.c.c.0 
x BKugene, Ore., Bethesda Sunday "Schoolle., 1... 

Mdmore, Mich., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
OVE DOL eV 1S: o Mir st | lgUibiaeiSe Some tnee ch. tensoeeeray tee eer ae 
~Waupaca, Wis., Edith Jensem for Dr. Winther’s work in Japan | 
$30 for M. Tudu in the Santa] Mission $310 ..........ccccccccccescsseeee 
_ Hamlin, fa., Children of the Hamlin and Gardner Vacation Bi- 
Ny GIGS GANG) ot ore) De rn eRe eed Le ie Ce Cid me AME as S| 
_ Lynwood, Calif., St. Paul’s Luth. Church for salary of Rev. 
} Paul Johnsen, SEH ach a ROeenna tee RC an. hee Aa eo ace ag piles cay 2 Are H 
- Lhrynwood, ‘Calif., St. Paul'ssuither we beaeue. caval. ckiatotua eee eee 
pee Plk Horn; Ia., relatives and friends in memory of Niels Juels- 
a GA PLO WAX KA TULT ote digi ec teem a ee eee 
Kimballton, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Kuiken for Parkijuli . 
iWaston, sOalit., Immanuel Iuuth, ‘Church  t.....0..:0 ee 
Chicago, Ill, Golgotha W.M.S. for Tadashi Hara of Japan 


SEAS NUNBLEUASERS 


Gerson 


ietrnsen.: Cine. Wis. : SMiat 
lene Smith $1, Mabel Christensen $1, 
lia $2, Ejvind Laursen $1 
_ Staplehurst, Nebr., Rev. and Mrs. Ingvard M. Andersen 


pales, ‘Christ oe Racine, Wis. 


Mrs. 


j mann in memory of Andrew Kofoid, McNabb, Ill. 
Feces Ill. Atonement Luth. ‘Church 


of Henry Hermansen 


ae Me., _ Trinity Luth. Church 


a Calif. Mr. a Mrs. Clifford Heitman in memory of A. P. An- 

SSA oe EAS Eatin Se Pare aa ae it, os Reese 
Chris Andersen $2, Elsie and Louise| .. 
Elgaard $5, Mr. and Mrs, Atlef Moos $1, Marius Christensen $2, Dar- 
Haugsjaa, Alma and Ju- 
ic hn cn ah nakite mech cocetnsareeeteas ae eT : “in memory 0 


and Mrs. Wilmer Jensen and Mrs. Esther Weis-{ 


Beresford, S. D., James Feddersen and Nels Thomsen each $1 in memory 


Chil- 
Total dren’s 
Received Homes 


3548.61 271.11| 


School General Home Indian Utah — _sio 
Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission | 


657.16] 156.99| 1232.74] 423.61] 8.00] 


13.000] .... 


TOTAL | 4324.94 271.11] 807.16] 306.99] 1570.74] 423.61] 8. OT 937 
Foreign 1956 ; 
Missions South Luth. ; 

Total (WhereMost Amer. Japan Santal Sudan Jewish World Chin 


Received Needed) Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Action Miss’ 
282387.81|| 50.00] 6883.53! 8007.21] 4509.61] 7426.84] 50.00]11310.62) 


- SPECIAL MISSIONS 
i EON OMS Vm aChnowlodped yuk us lish vuln. cn ene Nn Lane cae ans 
Jacksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. S. S. 
Inglewood, Calif., Olivet Luth. Church 
Pasadena, Callif., Mrs. Marie Hendrickson in memory of Sigurd 
RAMMIUSseH. a otandard, Alberta Cans eres Et ke Oa nee 
- Green bay, Wis, Mrs. Elmer Christensen in memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nels Madsen, Minneapolis Minis ¥ ce cemute te eine 
ISenimeanewuN) sD) Nels aMiupage st Coser on sir 2 
Elk Horn Luth. Church, Ja., for the Parkijuli Mission 
minck wiwise. the Sunday! SOHoOl! c......cccccclussssos)gassevessdudenece¥bnas 
Luck, Wis., Mrs. Willie Hansen 
mick mis. Alfred "Christensen c.tvcaccicethsumadeesativecedesvardiocereneshen tens bee 
‘Sleepy Hye, Minn., Mrs. A. B. Waiters in memory of A. B. Wal- 
PeuS eR LOT eT wre Mise Dat VWALUMOT peerrcace staat omricke stat cet pita etnias 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mrs. A. B. Walters in memory of A. B. Wal- 


ORI ye Serene dena Mena MMe: MoE cca eee k teh vctceentucianetickh cM insoth coeeT etme ce ce MAN = 
Plainview, /Nebr., Bethany Dalily Vacation Bible School ... 
Winnetoon, Nebr., Bethesda Daily Vacation Bible School 


Chicago, Til, Golgotha W.M.S. for Barka Murmu of India 


Our 


454.2911. 


12. 66 


q 


13,1617 .... 


8.00}] .. 28,010) 


TOTAL 


Received with thanks. 


| 40382.72] 


Blair, Nebr., 


"80, 00] 6932.24] 8735.48] 


4823.30] 7448.98) 


June 18th, 1956. H. J. Hansen, Treas, | 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 13) 
Racine, Wis., Immanuel Lutheran 
urch, Cornelius K. Hansen, Pastor. 
le silver wedding anniversary of 
stor and Mrs. Cornelius K. Hansen 
id the 25th anniversary of Pastor 
l nsen’s ordination were observed by 
| Immanuel Congregation with a 
tive reception at the church parlors 
Sunday evening, May 27th. Mr. 


congregation, was the master of 
tremonies and the church parlors 
fare ibeautifully decorated for the oc- 
esion. The entire church choir was 
fesent and sang two delightful an- 
sems. Other music renditions includ- 
La solo by Miss Ellen Hansen and a 
et lby Lloyd Johansen and Mrs. Bev- 
ty Johansen. Pastors and their wives 
ho were present were Pastor and 
rs. Karl J. Wilhelmsen, Pastor and 
q Thorvald Hansen, Pastor and 
ms. L. M. Andersen, Pastor and Mrs. 
rence |Siersbeck, Pastor E. R. An- 
ersen, and Pastor William Larsen. 
t of town guests included Mrs. 
‘etha Knudsen and Mr. and Mrs. Ed- 
in Jorgensen of Chicago. Mrs. Jor- 
ensen was one of the bridesmaids at 
re wedding which took place on May 
6, 1931, at Trinity Lutheran Church 
t Westbrook, Maine. Many kind words 
nd igreetings were expressed by the 
sstors, members, and friends. 


During the evening Pastor and Mrs. 
-ansen were jpresented with a check 
oer $1,000.00 and a very fbeautiful cof- 
ee and tea silver service as gifts 
com the members of the church. Other 
eautiful gifts were also received from 
de organizations of the church, 
riends, and members of the family. 


Pastor and Mrs. Hansen have two 
hildren. Daniel, who is married to the 
sSrmer Miss (Norma Nielsen of Shelby, 
owa, has completed two years at Trin- 
ty Seminary and will now serve an 
nternship as an assistant to Pastor 
udolph Kiloth at Valley Lutheran 
Yhurch in North Hollywood, Califor- 
ia. Their daughter, Virginia, studied 
wo years at Dana College and is a 
eacher of the second grade at Traut- 
vein ‘School near Racine. 


During his twenty-five years of min- 
stry, Pastor Hansen has served pas- 
grates at Neola, Iowa, Minneapolis, 
nd Racine. He has been pastor at Im- 
1anuel in Racine for nearly fourteen 
ears. 
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BOOK REVIEWS | 


Elijah, the Prophet of Fire 


By John R. Macduff, Baker 
House, 351 pages, $3.00. 


This is not a new book but a re- 
print of an 1864 edition. But the fact 
that it’s old does not make it poor. 
It is good for us to study the lives 
and works of some of the O. T. proph- 
ets, and Elijah is one, who never tires 
you. Both pastors and lay people will 
enjoy it, and they will be helped by 
reading it—J.M.J. 


(Book 


Building a Wall of Protection 
around My Family’s Future 


Ls © 


.» just by signing 


RA an ae i "=F a? a Rhy Ts Ser a 9 Pe De oe 


It will be Your Duty 

By Wilfred Bockelman, 

Press, 74 pages, $1.00. in 
Sometimes we have been looking 


The Wartburg 


for a book to put into the hands of — 


church council members. Here is the 
book. It has five chapters pertaining 


7 


to the task of the deacon and the mem- _ 


bers of the board of trustees, It might 
be a good idea to read a chapter at 
the beginning of each council meet-_ 


writes from the 
view.—J.M.J. 


ing. Bockelman is a Lutheran, so he 


Lutheran point of 


my name today! 


Just by signing your name on a Lutheran Mutual insur- 
ance application, you can provide an enduring wall of 


protection for your loved ones. 


What other form of investment can you make with 
such complete confidence? You know that ten - twenty - 
forty years from today your life insurance plan will be 


as strong as it is now. 


Let Lutheran Mutual build im just one day the security 
it might take you a whole lifetime to provide. 


Tell me how! can bullda wall of protecfion for my family 


Name 


Age 


Tautheran Mutual 


LIFE INSURANCE — 
COMPANY ~ 


Home Office’ * Waverly, lowa 
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“Sunshine Line” 


21 De Luxe Everyday Greetings 


With Scripture Texts 


When cards are as lovely and expressive as these, it 
becomes increasingly enjoyable to select the “perfect” card 
for your friend. It’s easy ... for they are all beautiful. 

Each design is created with the utmost care and senti- 
Rents are chosen with equal thoughtfulness. The illustrations here can’t begin to 
-show you how beautiful these cards are. There are many special folds, die-cuts, 
_ and unique finishes. One card features a full-color reproduction of Sallman’s be- 
loved “Head of Christ” painting. 


Each card is embossed. Size 434x534 inches. With matching white envelopes. 
A $2.65 value. 


No. G3756—All Occasion 


Price $1.00 a box 


ALL GET-WELL 


Same 21 beautiful folders as 
above, but with Baby and Sym- 
pathy designs replaced. The ill 
and shut-ins will appreciate 
these inspiring Christian greet- 
ings. 


G2756—All Get-Well 
Price $1.00 a box 


ALL BIRTHDAY 


Remember old friends and 
make new friends by sending 
these beautiful birthday greet- 
ings. Same folders as above. 

No. G1756—All Birthday 
Price $1.00 a box 


No. G2756 


No. G1756 


SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH-OWNED PUBLISHING HOUSE 


L Lode, PUBLISHING HOUSE 


lace (790 vee | BLAIR. NEBRASKA. 
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pet ae Christen ca was 

the spirit of it was s 
him and transmitted 
Wie ad din hapa the 
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| part in ihe Danish meri 
deals with his aint fror ve 
/hood to his death. a 


The author of this eye 
Nanna (Goodhope, is we 
mong Danish-Americans for he 
stories in Danish and English 
has done a real service to edi 
hinds by making st most j 


way in “Enplish! ! 


You’ll want this book for 
brary. 


Price: $1.50 paper bound; #. 
bound. (Include 10c PS 
for posta 


TRINA 
By Inga H. Dickerson ae 
The promise of America never « 
—and another warm testimony of 
is TRINA, the story of two immigre 
who arrive in changing, bustling 
merica in 1872. Rebuffed and igno 
Trina and Peder Bursen, erstwi 
natives of Denmark, made their Vv 
to (Chicago, where again, amidst — 
roaring and ‘busy crowds, they fo 
themselves quite alone. 5 i 
Still further west, they went bes 
the mountains, and there, in a soci 
of friendly Indians, other immigra 
and natives of the area, they car} 
out a home for themselves and th 
children. For many years the Am« 
can reader has read of the immigr 
who settled in New York and whi 
dreams came true after a slight stri 
gle, but this book gives the lo 
range story of the western immigré 
who consolidated the west. behi 
the famed pioneers. 


Price: $3.00 
Order from Luth. Publ. House 


